
It doesn’t matter which state you come from; you must agree that Americans love pizza! 
Even though it’s popular in this country, pizza originated in Italy in the early 1800s. Made 
from a flat bread, tomato sauce, and toppings (like cheese, meat, and vegetables), the 
original pizza was thought to be a peasant’s meal. When Italian immigrants came to America 
in the late 19th century, they introduced pizza to their new home country. 

Pizza Preferences
One of the great things about pizza is 
its versatility. There are so many ways                                                                       
that pizza can be made. New Yorkers are                                                                 
known for their thin crust, while deep-dish                                                                
crust is the preference in Chicago. A pie                                                                 
topped with pineapple and ham is called 
Hawaiian pizza. You can pile on the veggies 
or add your favorite meat (like pepperoni, 
sausage, or even bacon). No matter how 
you top it, Americans love pizza!

1. Which of the following would be a better title for this article? 

a. “All About Pizza”

b. “Why Americans Are Saying ‘No Thanks’ to Pizza”

c. “Healthy Alternatives to the Pizza Pie”

2. Do more Americans prefer pepperonis or mushrooms?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

3. Underline context clues that help you understand the meaning of, versatility.
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If you’ve ever seen a marching band play in a parade or listened
to classical music in your classroom, chances are that you’ve                                               
heard more than one woodwind instrument. Woodwinds are a 
category of instruments that are played by blowing into or 
across mouthpieces and pressing keys to make different notes. 
The flute and the clarinet are both in the woodwind family. 

How Do the Flute and Clarinet Differ? 
To begin with, these instruments have different mouthpieces. For
the flute, the musician must blow air across an open hole. In 
contrast, to play the clarinet, the musician blows air into a 
mouthpiece that contains a reed. The reed is a thin piece of wood 

that vibrates to make sound. Another difference between the two instruments is the sounds they 
produce. The sound of the clarinet is lower and mellower than the sound of a flute. Depending on 
how the flute is played, it can sound breathy, like a whisper, or crisp, like a bird’s call. 

1. What are woodwind instruments?

a. instruments that are played by blowing into or across mouthpieces and pressing keys to make

different notes

b. rhythm instruments that are played by striking with the hand or sticks

c. instruments that are played by running bows across the strings or by plucking with the

fingertips

2. What does piccolo mean?

a. bird call

b. small

c. low

d. loud

3. According to the sidebar, why should students listen to classical music while they work?

a. It helps students appreciate music that was popular long ago.

b. It puts the listener in a good mood.

c. It helps the listener learn more things at a faster rate.
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Fun Fact:
Listening to classical music 
in the classroom can 
increase students’ 
concentration and can help 
students retain information 
at a higher rate. 
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Knitting for Newbies
Text Features

Materials needed for knitting 
include yarn and knitting needles.

Why Should We Learn to Knit?
There are many reasons why people of all ages love to 
knit. You can make personalized gifts for your loved 
ones. You can create pieces to sell on websites like Shop 
Handmade or Etsy. Knitting even improves hand-eye 
coordination and fine motor skills. Plus, it’s relaxing!

There are many different sized 
knitting needles. They can be used 
for various projects. 

Where Should We Begin?

Experienced knitters can create hats, bags, sweaters, 

and stuffed animals. These are complex projects. 

Beginners should practice casting on, or making the 

first row of stitches. Beginners should also learn how to 

perform the two most popular stitches- knit and purl. 

It’s best to start with something simple, like a scarf.  

Once you’ve chosen the yarn for your project, you’ll need to decide on a knitting 
needle. These can be made from several materials and come in different sizes. It is 
important to choose the right size needle to work with the weight of your yarn.

1. What are the most popular knitting stitches?

____________________________________________________________

2. Which text feature helps you understand the different sizes of knitting needles?
a. charts c. diagrams
b. bold words d. pictures

3. Put a check mark next to each type of text feature used in this passage.
______ bold words       ______ photographs with captions    ______ a glossary
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